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The committee's head, Peruvian legal expert José Ugaz, expressed his
appreciation of Taiwan's efforts to stamp out corruption to "the highest possible
standards" by adopting the United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC),
at a ceremony held to mark the start of the review.

According to the U.N., the UNCAC introduces "a comprehensive set of
standards, measures, and rules that all countries can apply in order to strengthen
their legal and regulatory regimes to fight corruption.”

Despite not being a member of the U.N., Taiwan made the UNCAC part of its
domestic law in 2015, subsequently inviting a panel of independent experts to audit
the convention's implementation once every four years.

In 2018, the Taiwanese government issued its first "national report" outlining its
implementation of the UNCAC that was reviewed by the expert panel, which also
provided a list of recommendations.

Premier Su Tseng-chang ( #8E 8 , center). CNA file photo.

Taipei, Aug. 30 (CNA) An international panel of five experts on Tuesday commenced a four-day review in
Taipei of the implementation by Taiwan's government of a United Nations convention against corruption
over the past four years.
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Ugaz, who also came to Taiwan for the first review four years ago, said he
believed the government had made some progress in its fight against corruption
over the past four years but that there was "still space for improvement.”

According to Ugaz, who served as the chair of the international
nongovernmental organization, Transparency International, from 2014-2017,
corruption is a "crime" that constitutes "a serious threat to governance and global
security."

Corruption is characterized by the "misuse or abuse" of power by officials,
business elites, politicians, or organized crime groups for "large sums of money" and
often involves harmful consequences, such as the violation of human rights, he said.

Ugaz said the panel would spend the next few days assessing the second
national report issued by Taiwan's government in April, and also hold talks with
government officials, legislators, and representatives from civil society groups to
better gauge the country's progress on anti-corruption efforts.

The committee is scheduled to release a list of recommendations on Friday
known as "concluding observations," according to the Ministry of Justice (MOJ).

Ugaz is joined on the expert panel by Gillian Dell, Julie Haggie, Kim Geo-sung,
and Peter Ritchie, all of whom have held senior roles in international organizations
promoting anti-corruption, the MOJ said.

Premier Su Tseng-chang (8&E &), meanwhile, thanked the experts for coming
to Taipei to conduct the review, which he said would help point fo what remains
to be done by the government in its efforts to combat corruption and promote
fransparent governance.

The government aims to continue working with experts and civil society groups
on these efforts, as it-"nopes to do a better job" and "meets the expectations of the
people," Su added.

(By Teng Pei-ju) Enditem/ASG

By Huang Tzu-ti, Taiwan News, Staff Writer

Review meeting for Taiwan's second anti-corruption report. (Agency Against Corruption photo)

Taiwan has made headway in its compliance with the United Nations
Convention against Corruption (UNCAC), according to a review by an international
panel earlier this month.

A committee comprising five legal experts was engaged in talks with locall
officials on topics from corruption prevention to recovery of illegal assets in the
second such audit since 2018. A total of 104 concluding observations that included
recommendations for Taiwan were presented in a meeting in Taipei on Sept. 2.

José Ugaz, leader of the panel, suggested that Taiwan prioritize the enactment
of the Whistleblower Protection Act, better regulate political funds, and invest more
in the investigation of international corruption.

To foster cooperation with other countries, auditor Kim Geo-sung urged the
appointment of a "global anti-corruption ambassador" to liaise with partners around
the world.

Panel members also called for a revisit of regulations for a more effective fight
against corruption. For example, opaque corporate dealings must be stamped
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out by revising the Company Act (A &li%) while criminal charges should be pressed
against companies over graft.

Peter Ritchie, one of the auditors, added that Taiwan should proceed with the
amendment of the Law of Extradition (5[iE%) and the enactment of the proposed
Science and Technology Investigation Acts ({82 %) and the Undercover
Investigation Act (BAJE(EEX).

Taiwan has adopted the U.N. Convention since 2016 despite not being a
member. The country has published reports about its implementation of anti-
corruption measures for review every four years since 2018, according to the Ministry

of Justice's Agency Against Corruption.

Auditors include José Ugaz, Gillian Dell, Julie Premier Su Tseng-chang attends the review

Haggie, Kim Geo-sung, and Peter Ritchie (from left meeting. (Agency Against Corruption photo)
to right). (Agency Against Corruption photo)

Panel leader José Ugaz. (Agency Premier Su Tseng-chang. (Agency Justice Minister Tsai Ching-
Against Corruption photo) Against Corruption photo) hsiang. (Agency Against
Corruption photo)
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Panel reviews efforts to tackle corruption

By Jason Pan / Staff reporter

International experts on Friday commended Taiwan's progress on fighting
corruption and made more than 100 recommendations, although they said there
is room for improvement regarding implementation of the UN Convention Against
Corruption.

The international panel for Taiwan's second report under the convention
comprised five experts and was chaired by Peruvian attorney and professor
Jose Ugaz during the four-day meeting infended to review Taiwan’ s progress in
adhering to the UN freaty.

The process began in 2015 when Taiwan adopted the convention in law,
despite not being a UN member.

Also on the panel was Transparency International head of conventions
Gillian Dell; Transparency International New Zealand CEO Julie Haggie; former
Transparency International South Korea chair Kim Geo-sung; and Australia's ABA
Rule of Law Initiative regional anti-corruption adviser Peter Ritchie.

The panel conferred with legislators, government officials and judiciary agency
delegates, and met with civil society groups and other organizations. They also
delivered parallel reports on Taiwan\'s anti-corruption efforts,

=

Executive Yuan spokesperson Lo Ping-cheng, right, and Peruvian legal expert Jose Ugaz, who led a panel
that reviewed Taiwan's anti-corruption measures, hold up a banner signed by panel members in Taipei on
Friday. (Photo courtesy of the Agency Against Corruption via CNA)
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Ugaz said that he was in Taiwan in March 2018, when the first report meeting
was held fo monitor Taiwan's progress on meeting the convention obligations.

"Taiwan has developed an amazing anti-corruption political will and a unique
inferaction between government, academia and civil society to confront this
phenomenon," the panel said in its closing statement.

The government "has demonstrated substantial infernational cooperation
against corruption and other crimes," it said.

However, further progress can be made in partnering with organizations and
developing countries by sharing skills and knowledge in areas of money laundering
and mutual legal assistance, it added.

Taiwan has implemented "an impressive range of corruption prevention
legislation" since the first report, it said.

Taiwan has made legislative amendments to improve procurement
fransparency and accountability, and bolster regulation of the private sector to
improve corporate governance.

The panel also mentioned Taiwan's money laundering prevention efforts and its
limits on government lobbying and political donations.

"We want to congratulate the government of Taiwan for its latest demonstration
of its commitment to the anti-corruption cause and express our sincere gratitude for
the opportunity to contribute to the review process," the panel said.

"We are sure this commitment will result in a better and fransparent country for
the benefit of the people of Taiwan and the generations to.come," it added.

The panel listed some challenges Taiwan faces, including: the need for
an independent body to consider requests under the Freedom of Government
Information Act (BIRFEAREE). increasing anonymous reporting channels across
public and private sectors; and implementing-a central register that identifies who
controls private entities.

Taiwan could also improve in political donation transparency:- and setting
donationlimits, and abolishing offset clauses in future defense acquisition to-ensure
the integrity of the defense procurement, as the majority of G20 countries have
done, it said.
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