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EXRE

An honest and efficient government is critical to increase the
competitiveness of the economy and promote social justices. In Taiwan, a
series of scandals involving corrupted public officials in recent years have
put a huge damper on the government’s policy agenda and seriously broken
public trust to the government. In order to prevent and combat government
corruption, it is necessary to encourage and protect whistleblowers to expose
any wrongdoings and criminal acts, especially corruption, committed by
public officials and government employees. The goal of this research
project is to explore and provide legal solutions to protect internal

whistleblowers in organizations.

In order to have a better understanding of the broad range of this issue
and available models of regulation, this research team compares and analyses
laws and regulations regarding whistleblower protection in six prominent
countries: the United Stats, the Great Britain, Japan, Korea, Australia and
New Zealand. Our research shows that despite different strategies, the
developments of six separate legal systems present the common direction
affirming the importance and the necessities of establishing a legal scheme
of whistleblower protection. After reviewing these legal models, the research

team then evaluates these legal options with the needs and regulatory



contexts of Taiwan. We suggest a two-step solution for whistleblower
protection. The first step would be to provide legal protection to the
whistleblowers who expose wrongdoings and criminal acts, especially
corruption, committed by public officials and government employees. Such
legal protection would be, in the next stage, expanded to the whistleblowers

who expose wrongdoings happening in private sectors.

A bill of “Whistleblower Protection Act” is drafted by the research team,
and has been discussed by experts and scholars in two sessions. This bill
addresses issues of the definition of whistleblowers, the establishment of a
“whistleblower commission”, and the protective measures and incentives. In
addition, the team urges the government to help constructing positive image
of a “whistleblower” and to improve the cooperation and coordination
among government agencies in order to protect whistleblowers, to prevent

and combat government corruption.

Keywords : Clean and Competent Government ~ Internal Whistleblowing -

Public Interest Disclosure ~ Whistle-Blower ~ Whistleblower Protection.
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