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̮ 4-2̯2016AMM IACC 11/29  

2016 AMM and IACC meeting  

(11/29) Panama embassy dinner speech  
 

Ambassador Liu( ) of the Embassy of Panama, President Hsu( ) of the Taiwan 

Foundation for Democracy, Director-General Zhou(Ể) of the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs, delegates from Transparency International Chapters, ladies and 

gentlemen -- good evening.  

 

I am Deputy Director-General of the Agency Against Corruption of the Ministry of 

Justice, Hung Pei-Ken. Our agency was established on 20th July, 2011. The agency 

is a specialized integrity authority in accordance with the United Nations 

Convention Against Corruption (UNCAC).  Although R.O.C. (Taiwan) is not a 

member of United Nations, we always follow the spirit of the UNCAC and the 

concept of a national integrity system proposed by Transparency International, to 

plan and promote our national anti-corruption policies. 

 

For example, Taiwan ratified the "Act to Implement United Nations Convention 

Against Corruption" on the 9th of December, 2015 through legislative procedures 

to adopt the convention into our domestic legal system. And we revised the 

National Integrity Building Action Plan based on this domestic act. 

 

Since the establishment of the agency, we always pay close attention to the global 

anti-corruption information, especially those released by Transparency 

International.  We also send delegates to participate in international 

anti-corruption meetings and conferences to engage ourselves with the issues that 

concern and are promoted by international NGOs. By those participations, our 

delegates bring back what they learned and observed to benefit the planning and 

implementation of Taiwan's anti-corruption measures.  

 

Finally, I would like to extend my appreciation to the Embassy of Panama and the 

Taiwan Foundation for Democracy to arrange such a wonderful dinner. And I give 

you my sincere invitations to visit our new office building in Taiwan. It is my great 

honor and pleasure meeting you here.  

Thank you. 
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̮ 5-3̯17  ICAC  
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̮ 6̯  

The Panama Declaration 

Time for Justice, Equity, 

Security, Trust 
PUBLISHED DECEMBER 4, 2016 CATEGORY IACC NEWS 

BY IACC TEAM 

 

The Panama Declaration is read out by two of the IACC Young Journalists. 

More than 1,600 people from around 130 countries gathered in Panama City, 

Panama, with one common call the time for Justice, Equity, Security, and 
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Trust is now. 

When the International Anti-Corruption Conference closed in Malaysia in 2015, 

ǘƘŜ ǊŀƭƭȅƛƴƎ ŎǊȅ ǿŀǎ ά½ŜǊƻ ¢ƻƭŜǊŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ LƳǇǳƴƛǘȅέΣ ŦƻǊ ŎƻǊǊǳǇǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ 

from petty corruption to grand corruption, for those who steal national wealth, 

enable organised crime to flourish, and provide secrecy for tax evaders and 

hiding for the funding of terrorism. 

Now it is time for justice. 

As the world changes, corruption mutates as well. We all know that it 

proliferates thanks to a web of corrupt companies and trusts, and is 

crosscutting. More and more it is deeply embedded in politics and fuels 

corruption, piracy, human trafficking, drug trafficking, and environmental 

destruction. 

Grand corruption harms individuals and societies at large and must be seen as 

a global threat. 

We acknowledge how the ever-increasing linkages between corruption, wildlife 

crime, organised crime, and illicit financial flows severely damage societies and 

should become a priority for the anti-corruption movement. 

It is time for us to grow and strengthen global partnerships and other networks, 

North and South, to stop transnational illicit financial flows so as to enhance 

international cooperation in fighting money laundering, advocate beneficial 

ownership transparency, and stop the enablers. 

Governments should partner with international financial institutions by using 

the robust sanction system to ensure that public servants who engage in 

corruption do not go free. 

It is time for equity  corruption deepens inequality worldwide and the 

consciousness and anger of the people is becoming more and more apparent. 

In many countries, as they make the link between corruption and inequality, 

the people have taken to the streets as has been seen in Iceland, Brazil, 

Guatemala, Moldova, Turkey, Ukraine, South Korea, and several other countries. 

In other cases this new consciousness has been reflected in elections. 

It is time for security  in many countries the space for civil society is shrinking. 
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Journalists, filmmakers, whistleblowers, all activists are increasingly put in jail 

for speaking against corruption. Laws are enacted to make it difficult for NGOs 

to function, for the media to be gagged, and for judges and prosecutors to be 

weakened. 

It is time for trust. A close partnership between the private sector, civil society 

and government can shape our collective action. Our objective is to bring 

about change and build trust, with transparency and integrity. 

In Panama, we reflected on the critical role the media in general and especially 

investigative journalists have played this year, and how fundamental their role 

will continue to be to shine a light on the corrupt and to demand justice. 

The time for action is now. We must partner with all anti-corruption champions 

and well-minded business. 

We came together to define where our work will be most effective and raise 

our voices against the rise of autocracy around the world that threatens to limit 

freedoms. 

Together we will strengthen our web of anti-corruption activists. Together, the 

public sector, business and civil society will hold the corrupt to account. It is 

Time for Justice, Equity, Security, and Trust. 

We are grateful to the government and people of Panama and we look forward 

to continuing our cooperation to ensure that impunity and grand corruption is 

no longer tolerated. 

We thank the people of Denmark for welcoming the global anti corruption 

movement and for hosting the 18th IACC in Copenhagen in 2018. 
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̮ 7̯̪ ̫  

 

This session would focus on three main aspects. 

First, it would look at how tax havens fuel and contribute to corruption. On the 

one hand, they facilitate individual acts of corruption bribery, embezzlement 

and so on. More importantly, the contribute to grand systemic corruption, 

which involves undermining the rules, systems and institutions that promote 

the public good, both at a national level and on a global level. It is essential to 

ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŀƴǘƛ-corruption attention and focus beyond the 

ǇƻƻǊŜǊ ΨǾƛŎǘƛƳΩ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎΣ ƭŜǎǎ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ 

understanding, which will implicate the rich countries as central players. In this 

ǘŜǊǊŀƛƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ŀƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ in rich, 

middle and poor countries  versus the poorer folk in all countries.  If we 

can further promote the idea that tax havens are corrupting rich countries, and 

that tax havens are mostly either rich countries or dependencies of rich 

countries, we can gain political momentum to help the victims in poorer 

countries too. 

 

Second, this presentation would provide a short status update on the 

fast-emerging global initiatives to tackle the issues.  

Third, it would have a specific focus on a major area where global attention is 

lacking  trusts, foundations and their like, which are creating tax haven-like 

refuges from laws and rules of society, feeding corruption and corrupting 

societies. This section would serve to underline the fact that tax havens are 

about so much more than tax.  

 

Speakers 

Andres Knobel 

Tax Justice Network 

https://17iacc.sched.com/speaker/andres_knobel.1vulxjje?iframe=yes&w=100%25&sidebar=yes&bg=no
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Lawyer working on Tax Justice Network's Financial Secrecy Index, an 

assessment of the legal framework of more than 100 jurisdictions in terms of 

banking secrecy; beneficial ownership registration of companies, trusts, private 

foundations and partnerships; compliance with FATF AML Recommendations; 

online availability of accounts; etc. Other research work relates to automatic 

ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ h9/5Ωǎ /w{ ŀƴŘ C!¢/!Σ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴΦΦΦ Read 

aƻǊŜ Ҧ 

 

Porter McConnell 

Director, Financial Transparency Coalition 

Porter McConnell is the Director of the Financial Transparency Coalition, a 

coalition of nonprofits, experts, and governments dedicated to curtailing illicit 

financial flows out of developing countries. She has worked at Oxfam America 

and the ONE campaign on issues ranging from global health to development 

finance to governance. Before coming to Washington, Porter was based in 

Bogotá, Colombia, where she built a network of... wŜŀŘ aƻǊŜ Ҧ 

 

Nick Shaxson 

Journalist and author of Treasure Islands 

Nicholas Shaxson is a British writer, journalist and investigator. He is author of 

the acclaimed 2007 book Poisoned Wells the Dirty Politics of African Oil, and, 

following completion of Treasure Islands in 2010, a journalist and part-time 

writer and researcher for the Tax Justice Network, an expert-led group focused 

on tax and tax havens. In 2012 the International Tax Review named him as one 

ƻŦ ƛǘǎ άDƭƻōŀƭ ¢ŀȄΦΦΦ wŜŀŘ aƻǊŜ Ҧ 

 

Session Coordinator 

 

https://17iacc.sched.com/speaker/andres_knobel.1vulxjje?iframe=yes&w=100%25&sidebar=yes&bg=no
https://17iacc.sched.com/speaker/andres_knobel.1vulxjje?iframe=yes&w=100%25&sidebar=yes&bg=no
https://17iacc.sched.com/speaker/portermcconnell?iframe=yes&w=100%25&sidebar=yes&bg=no
https://17iacc.sched.com/speaker/portermcconnell?iframe=yes&w=100%25&sidebar=yes&bg=no
https://17iacc.sched.com/speaker/nick_shaxson.6s9e5jt?iframe=yes&w=100%25&sidebar=yes&bg=no
https://17iacc.sched.com/speaker/nick_shaxson.6s9e5jt?iframe=yes&w=100%25&sidebar=yes&bg=no
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Nick Shaxson 

Journalist and author of Treasure Islands 

Nicholas Shaxson is a British writer, journalist and investigator. He is author of 

the acclaimed 2007 book Poisoned Wells the Dirty Politics of African Oil, and, 

following completion of Treasure Islands in 2010, a journalist and part-time 

writer and researcher for the Tax Justice Network, an expert-led group focused 

on tax and tax havens. In 2012 the International Tax Review named him as one 

ƻŦ ƛǘǎ άDƭƻōŀƭ ¢ŀȄΦΦΦ wŜŀŘ aƻǊŜ Ҧ 

 

Rapporteur 

Svetlana Savitskaya 

Regional Manager - Europe and Central Asia, Transparency International 

 

https://17iacc.sched.com/artist/nick_shaxson.6s9e5jt?iframe=yes&w=100%25&sidebar=yes&bg=no
https://17iacc.sched.com/artist/nick_shaxson.6s9e5jt?iframe=yes&w=100%25&sidebar=yes&bg=no
https://17iacc.sched.com/sponsor/ssavitskaya?iframe=yes&w=100%25&sidebar=yes&bg=no
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̮ 8̯̪ ̫  

Speakers 

Mihaly Fazekas 

University of Cambridge 

aƛƘłƭȅ CŀȊŜƪŀǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇƛƻƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ Ψ.ƛƎ 5ŀǘŀΩ ŦƻǊ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜǎ 

research, especially for measuring and analysing corruption and administrative 

quality across Europe. He uses mixed research methods while working in 

interdisciplinary teams of IT specialists, practitioners, and social scientists in 

order to collect, structure, and clean large administrative datasets generated 

by governments. One of his primary areas... wŜŀŘ aƻǊŜ Ҧ 

 

Alexandra Habershon 

Program Coordinator, Integrity Vice Presidency, World Bank 

!ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊŀ ƛǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ .ŀƴƪΩǎ LƴǘŜƎǊƛǘȅ ±ƛŎŜ 

Presidency INT . Since joining INT in 2011 she has coordinated the activities 

of the World Bank DǊƻǳǇΩǎ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻǊǊǳǇǘƛƻƴ IǳƴǘŜǊǎ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ICHA , 

has designed and delivered anti-corruption training programs and workshops, 

and coordinated special research projects. Her most recent policy and 

technical research has focused on whistleblower reporting mechanisms... Read 

aƻǊŜ Ҧ 

 

Gavin Hayman 

Director / Directeur administratif, Open Contracting Partnership 

Gavin is currently the Executive Director of Open Contracting Partnership and, 

before that, he was the Executive Director of Global Witness. At Global 

²ƛǘƴŜǎǎΣ ƘŜ ƻǾŜǊǎŀǿ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ Dƭƻōŀƭ ²ƛǘƴŜǎǎΩ ƎǊƻǳƴŘōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀǿŀǊŘ-winning 

investigative, campaigning, and advocacy work, uncovering secret deals, 

corruption, and conflict around the world. He helped create the international 

Publish What You Pay campaign and helped negotiate the... wŜŀŘ aƻǊŜ Ҧ 

 

Jozef Peter Martin 

Executive Director, TI Hungary 
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Erika Maribel Guerrero Mena 

Director of Public Procurement Risks, Servicio Nacional de Contratación Pública 

- Ecuador 

Ms. Guerrero is an engineer from the National Polytechnic School Ecuador  

and she holds a degree in law, economics and management, with mention in 

applied economics from the Jean Monnet University France . Ms. Guerrero 

created the Control Sub-directorate and the Direction of Public Procurement 

Risks in the Ecuadorian National Service on Public Procurement. She and her 

team designed the first methodology to assess public... wŜŀŘ aƻǊŜ Ҧ 

 

Maria Eugenia Roca 

Lead Procurement Specialist, Inter-American Development Bank 

Maria Eugenia Roca is currently the Procurement Technical Advisor for the 

office of Operations Financial Management and Procurement Services Office, 

under the Vice Presidency for Countries at the Inter-American Development 

Bank IADB , in Washington DC. Ms. Roca joined the IADB in 2001, working in 

the Country office in Argentina and then in Paraguay as Senior Procurement 

Specialist. She is responsible for the coordination of the Procurement... Read 

aƻǊŜ Ҧ 

 

Session Coordinator 

Juanita Riano 

Senior Integrity Officer, Inter-American Development Bank 

Juanita Riano works at the Inter-American Development Bank IDB  as 

Integrity Officer in the Office of Institutional Integrity. At the IDB she works in 

developing tools and approaches to manage corruption risks in activities 

financed by the IDB Group. Before joining the IDB, she was the Manager of the 

ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ άDƭƻōŀƭ ¢ƻƻƭǎ ǘƻ aŜŀǎǳǊŜ /ƻǊǊǳǇǘƛƻƴέ ƛƴ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇŀǊŜƴŎȅ 

International-Secretariat TI-S . Juanita has also worked for the... Read More 

Ҧ 
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̮ 9̯̪ ̫  

Speakers 

Daniela Pastrana 

Executive Director, Periodistas de a Pie 

Periodista especializada en derechos humanos y movimientos sociales. Sus 

crónicas retratan a las personas más desprotegidas y los movimientos sociales. 

Actualmente escribe para la agencia Inter Press Service IPS . Coautora de 

varios libros colectivos, ha sido profesora y jurado en diversos premios de 

periodismo. Desde 2010 es la Directora Ejecutiva de Periodistas de a Pie 

Paul Radu 

Executive Director, OCCRP 

Paul Radu is the executive director of the Organized Crime and Corruption 

Reporting Project and a co-creator of the Investigative Dashboard concept, of 

Visual investigative Scenarios visualization software and of RISE Project, a new 

platform for investigative reporters and hackers in Romania.   Twitter 

@IDashboard 

Dr. Louise Shelley 

Director, Terrorism, Transnational Crime and Corruption Center, Traccc, 

George Mason University 

Illicit trade, human trafficking, transnational crime, corruption and terrorism, 

illicit wildlife trade  author of Dirty EntanglementsCorruption, Crime and 

Terrorism. 

Natalia Suzuki 

Program Coordinator, Reporter Brasil 

Natalia Suzuki is a political scientist and journalist who received her BA in 

Political Science from the University of Sao Paolo and a MA in Human Rights 

and Humanitarian Intervention from the University of Bologna. Nowadays, she 
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coordinates Slavery No Way, a educational program coordinated by Reporter 

Brasil NGO and dedicated to prevent human trafficking and slave labor in 

Brazil. 

 

Session Coordinator 

Ruth Freedom Pojman 

Senior Advisor, CTHB, OSCE 

Ruth Freedom Pojman is the Senior Advisor, OSCE Office of the Special 

Representative and Co-ordinator for Combating Trafficking in Human Beings 

OSR/CTHB. She supports the Special Representative with policy level 

analysis and provides recommendations on issues relating to the application of 

principles of due diligence and transparency in addressing risks of exploitation 

throughout supply chains, to encourage governments to incorporate... Read 

aƻǊŜ Ҧ 

 

Rapporteur 

Duncan Jepson 

Founder, Liberty Asia 

Duncan Jepson founded Liberty Asia, to fight human trafficking and 

exploitation. It has been pioneering an approach using available anti-money 

laundering infrastructure and laws to disrupt the supply of banking and 

financial services to the funding of modern slavery. Liberty Asia has also 

developed and implemented a victim case management system for NGOs to 

better manage, store and analyse victim information. A Hong Kong based 

corporate lawyer... wŜŀŘ aƻǊŜ Ҧ 
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̮ 10̯ ̪ ̫  

Speakers 

A J Brown 

Griffith University, Griffith University 

Public integrity, anti-corruption, whistleblowing, integrity systems, separation 

of powers, horizontal accountability. For my day job I lead public integrity, 

anti-corruption and other research for Griffith University, Australia; and in my 

spare time, am a boardmember of Transparency International Australia. Check 

out our current research project Whistling While They Work 2 

www.whistlingwhiletheywork.edu.au. 

 

John Devitt 

Chief Executive, TI Ireland 

 

Levison Kabwato 

Regional Advocacy Officer, Open Democracy Advice Center 

I manage the Access to Information and Open Government Partnership 

programmes, looking at Africa specifically.   My other interests include 

Governance, Leaderships, Cybersecurity and Journalism.  

 

Pavel Nechala 

lawyer, Transparency International Slovakia 

Pavel Nechala, attorney at law and managing partner of the Nechala & Co. LLC 

law firm, has eleven years of experience in the area of solving corporate and 

business affairs of clients, representing clients in judicial proceedings, creating 

of public policies, including preparation of legislative proposals and 

investigating instigations of unfair and fraudulent practices in different areas. 

He has participated on research activities by preparation... wŜŀŘ aƻǊŜ Ҧ 
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Session Coordinator 

 

Marie Terracol 

Whistleblowing Programme Coordinator, Transparency International 

aŀǊƛŜ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜǎ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇŀǊŜƴŎȅ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΩǎ Whistleblowing programme in 

Europe. She joined Transparency International in 2011 to work in the 

International Conventions unit. She studied International and European Law at 

the University of Aix en Provence and University College London 
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